
Wright State University Early Childhood Education Field Experiences 
 

Experience 
and Course 

Type of Early 
Childhood Setting 
--primary or 
elementary school 
--child care center or 
home or 
--Head Start program 

Duration 
--number of hours and/or 
days per week 
--number of weeks 

Early Childhood Age 
Group 
--birth to age 3 
--age 3 to age 5 
--age 5 to age 8 
  
  

Phase I 
ED 2650 

Child care center or 
Head Start program 

8 hours per week for 14 
weeks 

 Birth to Age 3 

Phase I 
ED 2750 

 Kindergarten 8 hours per week for 14 
weeks 

 Age 3 to Age 5 

Phase II 
Part 1 ECE 
3210 

Primary or Elementary 
School 

Part-time:  all day, 2 days 
per week for 14 weeks 

 Age 5 to Age 8 

Phase II 
Part 2 ECE 
3230 

Primary or Elementary 
School 

Part-time:  all day, 2 days 
per week for 14 weeks 

Age 5 to Age 8 

Phase II 
Part 3 
ECE 4210 

Primary or Elementary 
School 

Part-time:  all day, 3 days 
per week, 14 weeks 
minimum 

 Age 5 to Age 8 

Phase III 
Student 
Teaching 
ECE 4900 

Primary or Elementary 
School 

Full-time:  all day, 5 days 
per week, 14 weeks 
minimum 

Age 5 to Age 8 

  
Assignments are described on the following pages. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Narrative: 
Wright State University requires that all candidates complete three Phases of 



fieldwork and clinical experiences. All field experiences are supervised, and 
candidates are assessed and provided written and verbal feedback on various 
aspects of their performance in each Phase. Phase I field experiences, ideally 
completed early in the sophomore year, introduce WSU students to the teaching 
profession through participation in the pK-12 school environment in the area of 
education that they are considering pursuing. Potential teacher candidates shadow a 
pK-12 teacher, working closely with the teacher to ascertain if this is the career 
he/she would like to pursue. Phase II focuses on the integration of academic content 
and various pedagogical methods utilized in effective instruction as the teacher 
candidate prepares more intensively for the student teaching experience in the 
future. In Phase II, candidates begin, more purposefully, to take on the role of the 
classroom teacher in all aspects. Phase III is the student teaching experience in 
which Student Teachers increase their skills and gain insight 
by participating in both “lead teaching,” and “co-teaching.” 
Wright State University strives to ensure that all candidates experience a diversity 
of school settings. First, WSU aims to provide non-biased experiences by placing 
candidates in settings different from the candidate’s own K-12 setting and avoiding 
locations where candidates have family members attending or working. In addition, 
for Phase I and Phase II experiences, WSU staff review each candidate’s placement 
history to determine the candidate’s previous experiences and identify for the Phase 
II placement a setting that is different from what the candidate experienced in Phase 
I. To provide continuity and a depth of experience within one setting, candidates 
student teach in the same setting as the final internship of Phase II. Across the three 
Phases of field experiences, candidates typically experience both urban and 
suburban settings, and ideally a rural setting, if placement is available. 
  
WSU students planning to enter the Early Childhood Education program spend on 
semester in a pre-kindergarten setting and an additional setting in a kindergarten 
placement. Once admitted to the program, teacher candidates are assigned a 
placement each of the four semesters in the program. The Office of Partnership and 
Field Experience places students in a first, second or third grade classroom during 
both semesters of their junior year. Records are kept so that teacher candidates are 
placed in a variety of settings and grade levels. During the senior year, a year-long 
placement is made in a first, second, or third grade classroom. During the first 
semester of their senior year, teacher candidates are in the classroom 3 days per 
week, leading to the student teaching semester in their final term at the university. 
During their tenure in the Early Childhood Education program, teacher candidates 
are placed in a variety of grade levels and in urban, suburban and rural schools. 
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