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Appendix M:
Author and Publisher Responses
All 11 publishers of the 48 textbooks in the sample were invited to respond to information on the nature of NCTQ’s evaluation 

of textbooks and percentage scores that their textbooks received on each of the six fundamental instructional strategies. 

(See Appendix A for a table of scores similar to that provided to publishers.) The publishers were invited to respond themselves 

or to forward the scores to authors for response. One response was received from Dr. Harry Wong (author and publisher 

of The First Days of School ) and one from Pearson Higher Education (publisher of 19 textbooks in the sample). These two 

responses and NCTQ’s comments are provided below.

Dr. Harry Wong Statement for the NCTQ Learning About Learning Report (8-30-2015)
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NCTQ comment

Dr. Wong’s statement was conveyed in a letter addressed to Kate Walsh, NCTQ President. Ms. Walsh sent Dr. Wong a 

full response to the effect that the sample of textbooks evaluated for our study included textbooks assigned in general 

methods or subject-specific methods courses that address instructional strategies in whole or in part. In her response, 

she noted a chapter entitled “Lesson Mastery: The successful teacher knows how to design lessons the help students 

achieve” which has a section entitled “How to Enhance Student Learning” and another on “How to Assess for Student 

Learning.” Because this chapter addresses instructional strategies, the textbook was appropriately included in the sample.  

Pearson Statement for the NCTQ Learning About Learning Report (1- 8 -2015)
Submitted by Jeffrey Johnston, Vice President and Editorial Director, Pearson Higher Education

Pearson is committed to quality education and recognizes the key role played by teachers in ensuring students’ life-long 

love of learning and academic success. We are tremendously proud of our contribution to teacher training and preparation, 

as well as our collaborative work with Schools of Education throughout the country. In the development of high quality print 

and digital products across the teacher education curriculum, our authors and editors, aided by a rigorous peer review 

process, strive to ensure our products are academically sound, as evidenced by accurate and current coverage of theory 

and research. Equally important, we focus on outcomes; helping learners to excel in their courses, pass their licensure 

exams and become effective teachers.
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Guided by this mission and commitment, we look forward to reviewing the National Council on Teacher Quality (NCTQ) 

report on teacher education products, Learning About Learning. We want to better understand the Report, its aims and 

research methodology, as well as NCTQ’s perspective. We welcome that dialog and will continue to work with Schools 

of Education to incorporate any appropriate suggestions that would further help aspiring teachers be successful in their 

coursework and achieve their goal of becoming effective and inspiring educators.

NCTQ comment

NCTQ and the learning experts who signed a prefatory statement supporting the examination of issues raised by Learning 

About Learning welcome a dialog with Pearson on concrete steps that can be taken to make critical improvements in 

teacher education textbooks. 
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