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B Blagojevich's point man for pension reform - state Rep. Bob Molaro, a Chicago
- Democrat - is already backing off some of the provisions in meetings and offering to
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Meanwhile, Republicans, whose ranks are no stranger to union campaign
donations, say the governor's savings won't happen and the entire plan is doomed.

"l don't even think we'll need the weight of the teachers unions," said Senate
Republican leader Frank Watson of downstate Greenville.

The lllinois Education Association is one of Watson's top contributors, and nearly 40
percent of its contributions over the past 10 years have gone to Republicans,
according to a database maintained by the lllinois Campaign for Political Reform.

As for whether the unions will support Blagojevich for a 2006 re-election bid anyway,
the early answer from at least one of the influential groups is "yes."

"There's been no irreparable damage done to the relationship," said Charles
McBarron, lllinois Education Association director of communications, "at this point."
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