Title I Troubles?

A few months ago, the Feds extended the deadline for states to have a highly qualified teacher in every classroom, provided that states show “good faith” in their efforts. 

All but twelve monitoring reports are now out, and so far ten states are at risk of sanctions. The Troubled Ten are Alaska, Delaware, D.C., Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North Carolina, and Washington. From a teacher quality standpoint, there are some serious issues here. The biggest one is the failure of most of these states to test their elementary teachers, new and veteran ones alike. This is a big problem given that it’s fairly common for these teachers to take their “subject matter” courses in the education department. The gory, wonky details are as follow:

Alaska—The least NCLB-compliant state in the nation when it comes to teacher qualifications. They’re using the Praxis I basic skills assessment as a subject matter test and handing out highly qualified status like it’s going out of style. 

Delaware—Mostly technical matters here—data collection and procedural issues. One issue looms large: the state’s lack of classroom-level data teaching assignment data. If the state gears up its data collection, though, it should be fine.

D.C.—Several findings: lots of work to do in the District. The Feds’ monitoring report rightly praises D.C., though, for its aggressive recruitment and retention strategies, including teaming with TFA and The New Teacher Project and focusing on critical shortage areas.

Idaho—Calls its veteran elementary teachers highly qualified by virtue of having education majors, a big no-no in our book. 

Iowa—Ditto.

Minnesota—Chided for allowing new special ed teachers to become highly qualified by completing a HOUSSE route. There’s some serious policy dissonance here, since that’s what the 2004 IDEA reauthorization told them to with new secondary special ed teachers. The Feds need to figure this one out. Minnesota is also letting all of its elementary teachers use the HOUSSE, too—a bad policy for sure.

Montana—Not testing its elementary teachers. The Feds issued a nitpicky finding for allowing its secondary teachers to complete 20-credit minors, which is probably fine, especially for middle school teachers.

Nebraska—Not testing its elementary teachers. Also has an “alternate route” that takes six years to complete, far too generous.

North Carolina—Like Delaware, mostly data collection issues. 

Washington—Again, calling its veteran elementary teachers highly qualified by virtue of having education majors. Not testing the new ones either, apparently.

