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Syllabus EDUC 324W: “The Arts” 
Five books are listed as required for this class.  Two were rated as not acceptable, one was rated as acceptable for teaching phonics, and two are not relevant to the topic of early reading instruction. 

Roe, Smith, Burns - Teaching Reading in Today’s Elementary Schools.
This appears to be the primary textbook for the class.  It is intended as a core text book but it receives a Not Acceptable rating. As with many texts that have been recently updated to accommodate the science, this new edition provides more information than previous editions about word analysis through phonics decoding.  However, the text still adheres to a largely “whole language” approach to reading, which it presents over explicit and systematic instruction that the science endorses.  For example, the authors encourage teachers to allow children to use “context clues” to figure out a word, since “the initial sound can be used to verify an educated guess.”  It goes on to say that using such a procedure can be “efficient and is a good way to identify unfamiliar words quickly.”  They fail to clarify that even proficient readers actually attend to every letter in a word as it is read, that the speed and automaticity that they demonstrate is accomplished through repetition and familiarity—and certainly not by acquiring short cuts or developing alternative strategies to decoding. Errors like this one are not minor; they embolden the new teacher to not “worry too much” if their students struggle with decoding.  In sum, the text presents a superficial treatment of the science, overly simplifies the presentation of the key reading components, and uses outdated references.  These references, scattered throughout, are often based on what the authors “propose” or “suggest” instead of looking to well designed research for more definitive answers.

Ekwall and Shanker – Locating and Correcting Reading Difficulties. The syllabus lists the 1993 edition, which is out of date and Not Acceptable Supplemental.  As a 1993 edition, it does not include assessments that identify students who will struggle with learning to read, nor does it address progress monitoring.  It was published prior to the scientific consensus that identified phoneme awareness as a contributor to reading difficulties.

[We also reviewed the 2003 edition in the event that the course has recently updated its books. The 2003 edition is vastly improved over the 1993 edition. The newer edition would be acceptable with caution, as it still includes a chapter on “context clues” that recommends using the strategy of identifying first sounds and then reading through the sentence and coming back to guess at the unfamiliar word. This strategy is not supported by the science.  While it does discuss repeated readings as a method for improving reading fluency, it does not discuss the importance of oral reading fluency, which, as an indicator of reading difficulty and a measure of reading ability, is something with which today’s teachers should be well versed. Otherwise, the 2003 edition would be satisfactory.  It includes all five components and addresses other reading characteristics teachers observe and may wish to address.] 
Fox and Hull - Phonics for the Teacher of Reading
This book is rated Acceptable as a supplemental book for teaching phonics. It provides good coverage of phonics knowledge for teachers. Its use is limited though since it is not an instructional resource book, outlining how to teach phonics, but a tutorial to instruct teachers in basic phonics principles.  Provided that another resource was used or the professor’s lectures addressed how to teach phonics, this book could be useful. 

Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson (Carl) – Essentials of Children’s Literature.
The book was rated Not Relevant to the instruction of reading skills. Its intention is for teachers to develop a good grounding in understanding how to choose literature, as well as an appreciation of the genre of children’s literature.

Gallagher, Jo. D.—Classroom Assessment for Teachers 
This text was rated Not Relevant to the instruction of reading skills.  It does present an excellent foundation covering concepts in assessment. It provides essential knowledge about reliable and valid assessments, administration, scoring and interpreting assessments. Although its subject matter is not specific to reading assessment and instruction, its knowledge and practice content has the potential of strengthening a future teacher's judgment and subsequent use of reading assessments that will be the most beneficial due to having a basis in valid and reliable design.

