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How Programs Were Selected
We estimate that institutions of higher education (IHEs) approved to prepare teachers offer on average five separate core 
programs (“core” referring to elementary, secondary and/or special education programs). For this second edition of the 
NCTQ Teacher Prep Review, we generally evaluated between two and six programs at each IHE in the sample. The type 
and number of programs we chose to examine were decided by the following principles:

n For the top 200 IHEs, in terms of the numbers of new teachers graduated each year, we attempted to evaluate four 
programs — elementary and secondary at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. 

n For all other IHEs, we attempted to evaluate two programs — one at the elementary and one at the secondary level. 
If an IHE had both an undergraduate and a graduate elementary or secondary program, we randomly chose either the 
undergraduate or graduate level of each type.
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Only a modest sample of 103 special education programs (half undergraduate, half graduate) was selected for evaluation 
(with 99 ultimately evaluated) in the first edition of NCTQ Teacher Prep Review. There were no additions to the sample for 
the second edition, but a larger sample will be selected for the third edition. All the special education programs evaluated 
prepare teacher candidates for working with students with “high incidence” disabilities, such as learning disabilities, not the 
more severe and lower incidence disabilities, such as blindness or deafness. 

or

51 
Largest public producer
of special ed teachers

in each state

Sample of 103 IHEs
with special ed programs

(52 undergrad/51 grad)

Elementary
certification
evaluated

10 
Any public IHE

producing over 
100 special ed

teachers annually
Random selection of

undergraduate or
graduate program

4 
Any public undergrad
program producing
over 50 special ed
teachers annually

6 
USNWR “top 100”

ed school
Random selection of

undergraduate or
graduate program

41 
Cooperating

IHEs selected
 randomly

Random selection of
undergraduate or
graduate program

Secondary
certification
evaluated

K-12
certification
evaluated

9 
Programs removed

(most because
they do not offer 
initial certification)

+

+

+

–

+

Random
selection
if more

than one
type of

certification
available

or

1120 G Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20005
Tel: 202 393-0020   Fax: 202 393-0095  
Web: www.nctq.org


