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Appendices

Appendix C: Inventory of research on classroom management in  
PK-12 classrooms

Studies investigating classroom management strategies that have been successful in 
improving student behavior and related outcomes

Research on classroom management is drawn from three sources: Evidence-based practices in classroom management: 
Considerations for research to practice (Simonsen et al., 2008); Teacher classroom management practices: Effects 
on disruptive or aggressive student behavior (Oliver et al., 2011); and Reducing behavior problems in the elementary 
school classroom (Institute of Education Sciences, 2008). Each of these studies extensively reviewed research on 
classroom management using rigorous screening criteria. These studies identified the skills, techniques and approaches 
to classroom management that had been proven effective.

In a vivid demonstration of the variation in the field, these three analyses together identified over 150 studies deemed 
rigorous and relevant to classroom management (spanning from the mid-1960s through just a few years ago). 
However, even though they each claimed to use similar rigorous methodology for identifying research, only nine of 
the 150 studies were included in more than one of the three analyses, and none was included in all three, perhaps 
because of the different screening criteria each employed. For example, a number of the studies cited by Simonsen 
relied on single-case studies. In contrast, Oliver’s analysis only included studies that had experimental or quasi-experimental 
designs. These and other differences in screening processes contributed to the lack of overlap in research.

The meta-analysis by Oliver et al. identified studies with rigorous design and determined that teachers’ classroom 
management practices reduce behavior problems. This analysis did not identify the specific elements of classroom 
management that are effective; the studies did not have enough statistical power to yield these findings. However, 
revisiting the studies that Oliver et al. included in this analysis allows the identification of the classroom management 
techniques they employed. While this analysis does not explicitly support specific classroom management techniques, 
it does suggest that using classroom management rather than relying only on effective instruction is more useful in 
maintaining student behavior.

Nearly half the studies identified by these three analyses were located. All available studies were reviewed to determine 
whether they meet either NCTQ’s standards for strong research design or the Institute of Education Sciences’ (IES) 
pilot standards for single-case designs. Studies that meet one or both of these standards were then analyzed to 
determine to which classroom management strategies they related. The studies in this collection may not appear in 
NCTQ’s Classroom Management Research Inventory23  (published in conjunction with the Teacher Prep Review 2013) 
because of the time period of reporting. That is, many of the studies predate this century.
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Fig. 17	 Studies that meet NCTQ’s or IES’s study design standards
Classroom management strategies

Studies on strategies with 
STRONGER aggregated 

research support24

Studies on strategies25 with MODERATE or  
LIMITED aggregated research support26
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Fig. 18	 Studies that do NOT meet NCTQ’s or IES’s study design standards

Studies were not reviewed for classroom management strategies
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